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On June 8, 2013, at seven o’clock in the evening, Suzanne Elizabeth Adkins 

and Randall James Brodner entered into the sacrament of holy matrimony 

at Bella Donna Chapel in McKinney, Texas. Celebrant of the double-ring 

ceremony was James Evans, commissioned minister of the Christian 

Church.

 The bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Calvin Evans of 

Lubbock, Texas, and Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Edward Adkins of Plano, Texas. 

Suzanne was born in Jackson; she lived in Brandon during her elementary 

school years and in Madison during high school. She is the granddaughter 

of Mrs. Charles M. Laird and the late Mr. Laird of Natchez, Mrs. Grandin 

Elbert Hunt and the late Mr. Hunt of Wichita Falls, Texas, and the late Mr. 

Roy Edward Adkins. 

 The groom is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Paul Brodner of 

Valparaiso, Indiana. He is the grandson of Mrs. Jean Clark Collins and the 

late Mr. Collins of Phoenix, Arizona, and the late Mr. and Mrs. Frank Albert 

Brodner of Merrillville, Indiana.

 Nuptial music was presented by harpist, Laurel McConkey Allen. 

Grandparents and parents were seated by ushers Hunter Edward Adkins, 

brother of the bride, and Richard Alan Brodner, brother of the groom. 

Program attendant was cousin of the bride, Christina Lee Murphy, of 

Austin, Texas.

 Escorted by her father, the bride wore an ivory Australian gown that 

featured ivory beading. The luxe taffeta fit-and-flare designer gown 

showcased exquisite crystal beading and filigree embroidery on its strapless 

sweetheart bodice, a dropped waist, and modified box pleats on the flared 

skirt. The back was highlighted by covered buttons, which also finished the 

semi-cathedral-length train. The fingertip-length veil featured baby pearls 

along the edges. The bride wore designer pearl earrings presented to her 

by her mother as a gift for the occasion. She carried a hand-tied bouquet 

of all white flowers, which included roses, limonium, viburnum, and dahlias, 

finished with white satin ribbon encasing the stems. 

 Serving as bridesmaids were her closest friends, Angela Durastante 

McReynolds of Brandon; Sarah Morrison Metz of Dayton, Florida; Holly 

Smith Hogue of Austin, Texas; Meridith McKinney of Birmingham, 

Alabama; Jamie Leigh Flowers of Diamondhead; and Allison Bounds of 

New Orleans, Louisiana. The attendants wore floor-length dresses of soft 

canary chiffon and charmeuse with cummerbund waistlines and rounded 

necklines. They each wore identical double-pearl drop earrings, which 

were given to them by the bride. Each attendant carried a hand-tied, 

fresh-cut long-stemmed calla lily. Niece of the bride Caroline Summer Cox 

of Lubbock, Texas, served as flower girl and tossed red satin rose petals to 

decorate the travertine floor.

 Best man was Michael Anthony Leiss of Chesterton, Indiana. Other 

groomsmen included Robert Paul Brodner Jr., brother of the groom, of 

Frisco, Texas; Gregory Salyers of Dallas, Texas; Brandon Bir of Columbus, 

Ohio; Nathan Hart of San Diego, California; and Ray Gobran of New York, 

New York. The groom’s nephew, Collin Joseph Brodner, of Frisco, Texas, 

served as ring bearer.

 In the Harbor of Adriatica Village, Bella Donna Chapel sits alone on 

an island reminiscent of a quaint European village and is accessible only 

by footbridge. After saying, “I Do,” the bride and groom were joined by 

their guests on the terrace to announce their happy union. Together, they 

rang the wedding bell, cast especially for Bella Donna and gifted to her by 

the citizens of Supetar, Croatia, as a sign of friendship from one village to 

another. 

 Following the ceremony, the bride’s parents hosted a reception at TPC 

Craig Ranch, a private PGA Tour clubhouse, which blends European design 

with southwest flavor. The bridal party enjoyed returning to the clubhouse 

on the McKinney Trolley. Greeting guests were Mrs. John Murphy and 

Miss Christina Murphy. Guests enjoyed a dinner of customized selections 

prepared by the executive chef from Tulsa, Oklahoma. A seated dinner 

followed an open buffet and included vegetable wellington, chicken marsala, 

fresh seasonal vegetables, and mushroom risotto. After being announced 

at the reception, the couple shared a dance to “God Gave Me You.” The 

bride and her father danced to “I Loved Her First,” and the groom and 

his mother danced to “How Sweet It Is.” The bride’s cake from The Cake 

Stand in McKinney was a multi-tiered vanilla masterpiece adorned on top 

with fresh yellow roses and featured buttercream sweetheart swirls and a 

large buttercream Edwardian script “B.” The groom’s cake was a chocolate 

delight embellished with the Purdue Boilermaker, a tribute to the groom’s 

alma mater. Guests enjoyed live music performed by The Wonderfuls, 

and danced the night away. They were also entertained by a photo booth 

with costume accessories and given picture strips as favors. Suzanne and 

Randy, as well as their parents, were honored by family and dear friends 

who joined them from all across the United States. Ivory sachets were 

filled with fragrant dried lavender to shower the exuberant newlyweds as 

they departed in a black stretch limousine. Mrs. Christina Degelia directed 

the event.

 On the eve of the wedding, the parents of the groom hosted a 

rehearsal dinner at Bonnie Ruth’s French Bistro in Allen, Texas, at Watters 

Creek. It was a special time of sharing with family and friends. On the 

wedding day, the bride and her bridesmaids were entertained with a 

relaxing brunch on the McKinney Square at The Gather. The groom and 

his groomsmen were entertained with a lively golf outing and barbecue 

lunch.

 After a honeymoon trip to St. Lucia, West Indies, the couple is at home 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The bridegroom is a project engineer and the bride is 

a human resources administrator, both with RJN Group.
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